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Your Story, God’s Story 

Luke 1 

Why is Christmas such a magical time of year? I think it’s because everyone is 

expecting a miracle at Christmas. Consider all the popular movies. Each one 

has a miracle as its central plot. Whether it's a boy hoping his parents get back 

together, a shop-owner hoping he can keep his business running, or a town 

who needs a new hero to help "save Christmas." 

You might be reading this and wishing for your own miracle this Christmas. It's 

probably much smaller than what makes a holiday movie. But it is no less 

important to you.  

Maybe you're hoping a prodigal comes home. Maybe you're wishing for a job. 

Some are yearning for a special someone to sit next to, or better health or 

restored family relationships.  

2,000 years ago, there was a couple who hoped for their own miracle. But like 

many, they had long given up on this dream. Zacharias and Elisabeth prayed 

for a child, but year after year, that prayer went unfulfilled. So, they gave up 

on the dream.  

But this couple didn't give up on God. They stayed faithful. Then, one ordinary 

day, the extraordinary happened. Zacharias, a priest in Israel, was chosen to 

give the incense at the altar. This was a once-in-a-lifetime chance, a rare 

honor for such a common man. Then, as he performed this sacred duty, an 

angel of God appeared, breaking God's 400-year silence with Israel.  

The angel told Zacharias that he and his wife, Elisabeth would have a son after 

all. He would have a special purpose and would prepare Israel for the coming 

of the Messiah, Jesus.  

This all sounded impossible to Zacharias. Not the miracle itself—that Jesus 

would come, but that John would be the forerunner. Zacharias, as a believing 

Jew, knew the Scriptures and believed this.  

He just had a hard time thinking God could use silly old him. After all, he and 

his wife were well past the child-bearing age. But, true to His word, God 

performed this miracle in the lives of Zacharias and Elisabeth. John the Baptist 

led revival in Israel and would later baptize Jesus Christ, the very son of God.  

But let's focus on Zacharias and Elisabeth. They were faithful people in a time 

of unfaithfulness. And yet they had given up on the dream God had planted 

in their hearts—the dream of having a son. What's interesting is that Zacharias 

had no problem with the big miracle: God sending a Son to be born of a virgin 

and be the Saviour. It was the little miracle he had trouble with, the miracle in 

his own life. Even though God had done a similar thing in Sarah and Hannah 

and Rebekah and Rachel, Zacharias refused to believe his wife, Elisabeth 

could bear a child.  
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Term 4 Upcoming Events  

Tuesday 3rd December 

8.45am – 3.15pm New Foundation 

transition visit 

 

1.00pm Choir Visit to Kara House & 

Carinya  

 

Friday 6th December 

Clare Christmas Pageant – see note sent 

home last week for more details 

 

Monday 9th December 

2.00pm House Games afternoon with 

BBQ lunch – please see note sent home 

today for more information 

 

Year 7 Graduation Dinner 

 

Monday 9th December – Thursday 12th 

December 

2020 Student Book Packs available for 

collection from the Front Office 

 

Thursday 12th December 

3.15pm School finishes for Vineyard 

students 

 

7.00pm Vineyard Valedictory Service- all 

students to attend  

 

Friday 13th December 

Pupil Free Day for Vineyard Students – 

staff at school 
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He did something we often do. We believe in the big things of God—sending a son to be our Saviour, Creation, Heaven—

but when it comes to smaller miracles, we limit Him. It's as if we say, Yes, God can create the earth in six days, be born of 

a baby, and send us to Heaven, but He can't possibly change me, fix a relationship, get me a job.  

And God's answer is Yes I can. You see, the biggest miracle has already been done—Jesus. Everything else is small to 

God.  

So maybe today, like Zacharias, you're letting God know that there is something too big for Him. Something even He can't 

fix. And the story of Zacharias tells us that there is nothing too hard and that God is still in the business of doing miracles. 

Even in your own life. 

And we pray, Lord, help us to trust in you, and open our eyes to see the everyday miracles in our own lives – big and small. 

Amen 

Written by Daniel Darling, Submitted by Michelle  

From the Principal 

TRANSITION DAY TODAY 

It was great to see the excitement on our students faces 

today as they spent some time in their classes for next 

year. Our new Foundations joined Mrs Edmunds and 

worked with Mrs Upton and Mrs Underdown, as well as 

Tulasi from the Gums and Julie from CVCC. We 

welcomed all new students across all year levels. Each 

student spent some time getting to know their teacher 

and new class mates. For some it was exciting to get 

back together with friends they were with last year, and 

for others there were new friends to be made. Next 

Tuesday we have our final Foundation Transition visit and 

then we finish off the year with our current cohort.  We 

are still taking enrolments for new students in all year 

levels for 2020. Please refer any enrolment enquiries to 

either myself or Jennie in the front office. 

YEAR 6/7 BBQ 

We had a great night celebrating with staff and our 

senior school families on Monday with a casual BBQ and 

get together in the STEM room. We had the chance to 

thank Lena for all her work with the 6/7s this year and to 

spend some time with our leaving families- many of 

whom have been here since their children were in 

Foundation.  Thanks to Kerry for all of her organisation 

and to Leigh for helping BBQ. Also, thanks to all of the 

staff who came along. A wonderful night together.  

ADVENT EVENING THIS SUNDAY  

This Sunday at 5pm, St Pauls Lutheran Church is 

celebrating Advent with a short worship service, a 

combined tea and some games together. Our school 

choir will sing at the beginning and end of the service 

and we invite all of our school community to join in the 

fun. Advent is the season where we prepare for 

Christmas, so this is a great way to start the festive season. 

St Pauls is located in Sabine Street at the top end of the 

Main Street. Come along. It starts at 5pm. The worship 

service is for approx. half an hour and the rest going until 

about 8pm. We’d love to see you there. 

VOLUNTEERS AFTERNOON TEA 

We will be holding a volunteer’s afternoon tea on Friday 

the 6th of December just before assembly. This is a lovely 

chance for our school community to thank all of our 

wonderful community members who help us in such a 

wide variety of ways. All members of our community who 

have volunteered in any way are invited and 

encouraged to come along. If you can’t, please know 

that we really value what you do for us and think you are 

very special. 

VALEDICTORY SERVICE 

Over the next few weeks there are a number of end of 

year class based student excursions and celebrations, 

including our Fun day and annual Choir tour. On the last 

day of the term, we have a whole school end of year 

Valedictory service starting at 7pm. All Vineyard families 

are encouraged to attend – we anticipate it will go for 

an hour and it’s a lovely way to say goodbye to our 

leaving students and their families. All old scholars, 

community and congregational members are welcome. 

We would love to share this night together before we 

break for Christmas.  

REMINDERS 

On the last day of term our Casual Day will support 

Backpacks for Kids. This is a charity who provide clothes 

and toys for children who have none. We are collecting 

second hand clothes or toys in good condition and 

would love to be able to take a carload to support this 

worthwhile cause. You can drop them off in the office 

over these next two weeks and we will pass them on 

before Christmas. Thanks to everyone who has 

supported our chapel offerings with money and 

Christmas Hamper donations for CVCO over these last 

few weeks. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

 

Blessings to you for the coming week, 

Michelle
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School Notices 

Mid North Lutheran Ministries – 

Service Times 

SUNDAY 1ST DECEMBER 

Clare 5.00pm Advent Service with 

Vineyard Choir performing 

 Blyth  9.30am 

 Brinkworth 9.00am 

 Burra  9.00am 

Snowtown 11.00am  

Family & Staff Prayers 

Over the last week in staff devotion we prayed for the: 

Harvey, Smart, Cutten and Mullighan families, School 

Council, and Calvary Lutheran Primary School, 

Morphett Vale 

Chapel services are held every Monday at 8.50am. 

Family and friends are welcome to join us for these 

services. 

Lunch Orders  

Hot lunches are available every Friday. This year they 

are being supplied by Main Street Bakehouse. 

All orders must be placed at the office or via the blue 

bags in your child’s class before 9.30am the Thursday 

before.  

Brown lunch order bags are available from the front 

office.  

Ice Blocks 
In Term 1 and 4 ice blocks 

(Quelch Sticks) are available 

for sale Monday - Friday from 

the undercover area at 

lunchtime. 

Ice blocks are 40 cents each 

and limited to one per child. 

Sharing of money or buying for others is not allowed. 

School Photos 

School Photos will be available for collection early 

next week (Week 8). We ask that all families please 

collect these from the Front Office as we will not be 

sending them home with students. Thank you. 

Birthday Blessings 

God’s Blessings to everyone who is celebrating their 

birthdays………………… 

 6th December  Justin Huxtable 

    Lena Harmer 

Students of the Week – 

Term 4, Week 7 – Class & 

Community Awards 

Lainey Mullighan – For demonstrating SERVICE by 

cleaning up after a cooking activity without even 

being asked. Thank you Lainey � 

Harrison Young – For demonstrating HOPE. Thank you 

for trying so hard with your concentration. Well done 

Harrison. 

Cooper Clark – For demonstrating COURAGE by going 

out of his way to introduce himself and shake hands 

with the residents at Kara House. 

Declan Smart – For demonstrating SERVICE in and 

outside of the classroom all week. You have been 

compassionate and forgiving. You are always one of 

the first students to help out. Well done Declan � 

Manjot Kaur – For demonstrating LOVE by playing 

board games with residents at Kara House by herself. 

You should be proud of having the courage to put 

yourself out of your comfort zone for others.  

Students of the Week are presented at our Assembly 

every Friday afternoon at 2.45pm. Family and friends 

are welcome to attend. 

Valedictory Sponsorship 

Would you like to be a sponsor for one of our awards 

presented at our Valedictory Service?  

We are giving families the opportunity to sponsor 

these awards by way of a monetary donation of the 

value of your choice.  

Your donation will go towards covering the cost of the 

purchase and engraving of the medallion each 

award winner receives.  

If you are interested, please come and see Jennie in 

the front office for more information. 
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House Games BBQ- Help Needed 

Do you have 1-2 hours free on Monday 9th December 

to help cook the BBQ for our House Games 

afternoon? If so, we would love a couple of volunteers 

from 11.30am – 1.30pm. Please contact Ben Plowman 

0408 016 100 for more information or to volunteer. 

Mobile Science Education 

On Monday next week the Mobile Science Education 

group is visiting the school. This is an engaging 

education experience for the school to be involved 

in.  

The Foundation – Year 3’s will be having a hands-on 

workshop looking at ‘How Materials Work’, which has 

a Chemistry aspect to it. The Year 4-7’s are also 

looking at matter, but they have an interactive show 

which looks at properties, changes and mixtures.  

After lunch the Year 4/5 class will be having a hands-

on workshop on ‘Our Forensic Puzzle’. This is a thinking 

science skills workshop.  

It’s great to have these opportunities at school and 

see groups willing to travel from Adelaide.   

Can you help? 

If you enjoy being out in the sunshine (hot or cold) and 

are looking for a little tractor time, in a way that is a 

great help to our school community, we would love 

to welcome you to our small team of oval mowing 

volunteers.  Any amount of time that you may be able 

to contribute will be a help.  We will provide all the 

equipment and will give you an induction and plenty 

of practise on our Kubota zero-turn self-propelled 

mower.  You will just need some spare time and be 

willing to have a Working With Children screening 

check (provided free of charge).  If you are 

interested, please contact Grant Goodwin at the 

School 88421 808 or 0402 818 417. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library News 

A huge THANK YOU to all of the students who have 

diligently returned their library books on time this year 

- best year on record for returns!! As it is nearly the end 

of the year, all library books and readers need to be 

returned by the end of week 8.  No books or readers 

will be borrowed during the last 2 weeks of the term 

to ensure items are all returned before the end of the 

year.  So far we only have a few overdue books. If 

your child has received or does receive an overdue 

library book note and you feel they have returned it, 

please contact Christina and she will double 

check!!  Thank you so much everyone!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Kek! 

Congratulations to Year 3 student Kek Toon who was 

recently awarded a trophy from the Seaton 

Calisthenics Club for completing Calisthenics classes 

in 2019. Well done Kek, you should be very proud of 

your achievements! 
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What’s happened this week at Vineyard… 

Faith Challenge  

Last Friday we had 27 students from Year 3 - 7 represent the school at Faith Challenge held at Faith 

College, Tanunda. This is the regional Athletics competition for Lutheran schools. 

In perfect conditions the students should be very proud of their achievements and effort on the 

day. 

Tegan Kloock had a great day winning 3 events. She won her long jump first up and then followed 

this with the 100m & 200m double. 

Mackenzie Victor won her High Jump and set a PB. In her 200m she hit the front early and never 

looked like being beaten. She finished the day with a 2nd in the 100m. 

Lucy Menadue put in a great run first up in the 800m coming 2nd, then followed this with a 3rd in 

the 100m & 200m. 

At the end of the day and for the 2nd year in a row we were Runner-Up to Angaston in the Average 

Trophy. 

Well done to the students on the way they represented the school. 

Thank you to the all the parents who travelled down and supported the children. 
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Community News 

Please see the school notice board in the stadium for further information on these and other 

events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Project Update 

This week we have seen further progress on our building project with the footings being poured 

during the week. We look forward to being able to share some more photos with you as the building 

process moves along.  
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OSHC School Holiday Program 
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