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Let Jesus Be Your Light This Christmas 

As the business of the end of year is well and truly upon us and the lead up to 

Christmas is fast approaching, it is very easy to get caught up in the hustle and 

bustle of ‘the season’.  There’s end of year celebrations to attend, work parties 

to have, school concerts to attend, class parties to think of, Christmas cards to 

write, menus to plan and Christmas shopping to do.  I am exhausted just 

thinking about it all! 

With all these activities and responsibilities to fulfil it is so easy to forget what 

Christmas is actually about.  We live in a society where shops love to capitalize 

on the opportunity of capturing potential customers to spend up big as we all 

feel pressure to shower our children and loved ones with lavish gifts.  Personally, 

I love giving gifts at Christmas time and have been known to fall into the trap 

of overspending.  I love to watch the joy of others as they unwrap their gifts 

and see what is underneath that bright rustly paper.  It’s a common 

occurrence in my household for me to sit back and watch everyone else open 

their gifts and for someone to pipe up and say, ‘do you like your present 

Mum?’, only to realize that I haven’t opened any yet because I have been so 

caught up in watching the joyful reactions of others as they discover what gifts 

they have been given. 

Really though, is this what Christmas is all about?  We celebrate Christmas by 

giving and receiving gifts to show our love for others but really the best gift of 

all is that of God sending his son Jesus to the earth.  The image we have in our 

minds of a beautiful baby Jesus being born is really just the start though.  Jesus 

was sent for a greater purpose than to be a cute little baby in a manger.  He 

was sent to set us free from pain, sickness, rejection and pretty much any form 

of suffering.  He was sent to earth to bring healing and restoration.  Jesus was 

sent to earth so that we had an example to follow.   The true gift of Christmas 

is life – eternal life in heaven with God, our creator for those who believe in 

Him.  John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, so that 

EVERYONE who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.  God did 

not send his Son to the world to condemn it, but to save it. 

So this Christmas, yes let’s give gifts to our loved ones.  But more importantly, 

let’s give the gifts that God has shared with us.  Love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.   How good would 

it be if we all let Jesus’ light shine through us this Christmas?; If He was the sole 

focus of our Christmas giving.  The love that God has for each one of us is 

unconditional and never ending.  So much so that He sent his Son, Jesus to die 

in our place so that we can reap the benefits of God’s love for us.  I encourage 

everyone to let Jesus be your light this Christmas.  Let his love shine through you 

in a way that brings love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control to others.  Jesus is the light in us – let it shine brightly 

so that the world can see and feel His love in us!   

Have a great Christmas! God Bless 

Amy Gogoll 
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Term 4 Upcoming Events  

Monday 25th November 

5.00pm - 7.30pm Year 6/7 End of Year 

BBQ   

 

Wednesday 27th November 

9.30am – 11.00am mainly play in The 

Cottage 

 

Thursday 28th & Friday 29th November 

Clare High School Transition Days 

 

Friday 29th November 

8.45am – 12.30pm New Foundation & 

Whole School Transitions 

 

Tuesday 3rd December 

Choir Visit to Kara House & Carinya – 

more details to follow 

 

Friday 6th December 

Clare Christmas Pageant – see note sent 

home today for more details 

 

Monday 9th December 

Year 7 Graduation Dinner 

 

Wednesday 11th December 

8.45am – 3.15pm New Foundation 

transition visit 

 

Thursday 12th December 

3.15pm School finishes for Vineyard 

students 

 

7.00pm Vineyard Valedictory Service- all 

students to attend  

 

Monday 9th December – Thursday 12th 

December 

2020 Student Book Packs available for 

collection from the Front Office 

 

Friday 13th December 

Pupil Free Day for Vineyard Students – 

staff at school 
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From the Principal 

BUSHFIRE POLICY 

On Wednesday we experienced our first Catastrophic 

day for the year. As per our Bushfire policy, the school 

was closed with no-one on site. This is because Vineyard 

is situated in a high-risk area. There were many schools 

(over 120) across the state which were closed because 

of the unpredictable conditions and high fire risk. 

Procedures to manage schools on catastrophic days 

have changed since the Pinery fire, and this week we 

were given early notice of the possibility of a declaration, 

so we were able to inform you to arrange care. This may 

not always be the case as declarations are only officially 

given the afternoon before. Thankfully Clare remained 

safe, however we know that other areas such as 

Yorketown were not so fortunate. Our prayers remain 

with the affected communities both here in SA and also 

in the eastern states.  

A few points to highlight as reminders from our policy: 

• Vineyard will be closed on all days declared 

Catastrophic 

• We will notify you as early as possible of 

impending school closure via text, Facebook, 

email and/or hardcopy where possible 

• In case of bushfire or any evacuation 

/emergency incident where we need to leave 

the site, you will be notified via text, email and 

Facebook and will be asked to pick up your 

child from the Stadium when it is safe for you to 

do so. 

• Staff will care for your child until parents arrive or 

direct authority from a parent/caregiver is 

received for alternative care 

• No student will be allowed to travel on buses 

once a Catastrophic declaration has been 

issued  

• Parents may keep their children at home on 

days of extreme bushfire risk if this is considered 

the safest option. Parents should notify the 

school of this decision. 

• Parents are responsible for keeping the school 

up to date of any contact detail or changes 

throughout the year so records remain 

accurate.  

• Where parents have a Facebook account, we 

ask that they join the VLS Community page (a 

closed group) as one method of receiving 

emergency information – particularly when 

there is a risk of phone communication being 

cut.  

 

We hope and pray that we are never in the middle of a 

bushfire where personal safety is at risk, and we continue 

to monitor and review our procedures and practices to 

ensure we are kept the safest we can be should that ever 

happen. 

Please see me if you have any questions regarding our 

Bushfire policy. We thank you for your support on 

Wednesday when school was cancelled.  

VISIT TO KARA HOUSE  

Yesterday our Senior students visited the residents of Kara 

House to play games together. There were all sorts of 

activities including Checkers, Connect 4, Bowling, 

Scrabble and a bean bag toss, just to name a few. Our 

students really enjoyed talking to the residents and 

learning some of the games they didn’t know. It was truly 

a lovely experience – something both the children and 

adults enjoyed immensely. We hope to continue our 

interaction on a more regular basis and look forward to 

visiting again very soon. In week 8, the school choir will 

visit Kara House and Carinya to sing some Christmas 

Carols.  

TRANSITION 

Our new Foundation transition visit was cancelled this 

week due to the Catastrophic day, however we will 

continue with the plan next week. On Friday we have our 

whole school transition where everyone (including our 

new Foundation students) will spend the first session until 

recess in their 2020 class. Together they will get to know 

their new student cohort (and teacher if they are moving 

classes) and have some fun. It is hoped that the whole 

school transition morning helps those who are anxious, to 

feel more comfortable about the coming year and 

enables us to see if extra support or transitioning is 

required. New Foundation students are scheduled to 

stay until lunch however that will be monitored 

according to individual needs (particularly seeing we 

missed this week’s shorter first visit). Please see your 

child’s teacher if there is anything we can do to help your 

child transition more smoothly.  

A BUSY THREE WEEKS! 

Over the coming weeks we have a variety of school 

events for families and students which we encourage 

you to attend  including: the Year 6/7 family BBQ next 

Monday night; St Paul’s Lutheran Church Advent 

evening  on Dec 1 where our School choir will perform at 

5pm and 5.30 approx; Clare Christmas pageant on 6th 

of December; Volunteers afternoon tea on 6th of 

December; Valedictory Service at 7pm on Thursday 12th 

of December. Please note these dates in your diary - 

we’d love to have you join us � 

REMINDER 

We are currently collecting hamper items of non-

perishable food for CVCO and second-hand children’s 

clothing in good condition for Backpacks for Kids (our 

chosen Term 4 casual day charity). Please help if you 

can.  

Blessings to you for the coming week, 

Michelle 
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School Notices 

Mid North Lutheran Ministries – 

Service Times 

SUNDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 

Clare  11.00am 

 Blyth  9.30am 

 Brinkworth 9.00am 

 Burra  9.00am 

Snowtown 11.00am  

Family & Staff Prayers 

Over the last week in staff devotion we prayed for the: 

Arnold, Couch, Allmond and Neill families, LESNW 

(Lutheran Education SA, NT & WA), and Tatachilla 

Lutheran College, McLaren Vale 

Chapel services are held every Monday at 8.50am. 

Family and friends are welcome to join us for these 

services. 

Lunch Orders  

Hot lunches are available every Friday. This year they 

are being supplied by Main Street Bakehouse. 

All orders must be placed at the office or via the blue 

bags in your child’s class before 9.30am the Thursday 

before.  

Brown lunch order bags are available from the front 

office.  

Ice Blocks 
In Term 1 and 4 ice blocks 

(Quelch Sticks) are available 

for sale Monday - Friday from 

the undercover area at 

lunchtime. 

Ice blocks are 40 cents each 

and limited to one per child. 

Sharing of money or buying for others is not allowed. 

 

 

 

Birthday Blessings 

God’s Blessings to everyone who is celebrating their 

birthdays………………… 

 25th November  Amy Gogoll 

 26th November  Alex Goodwin 

    Thomas Sommerville 

Students of the Week – 

Term 4, Week 6  

No Student of the Weeks were presented this week 

due to the large number of students and staff 

attending Faith Challenge. Please join us next week 

for a bumper awards presentation and Faith 

Challenge report. 

Valedictory Sponsorship 

Would you like to be a sponsor for 

one of our awards presented at 

our Valedictory Service?  

We are giving families the 

opportunity to sponsor these 

awards by way of a monetary 

donation of the value of your choice.  

Your donation will go towards covering the cost of the 

purchase and engraving of the medallion each 

award winner receives.  

If you are interested, please come and see Jennie in 

the front office for more information. 

Christmas Pageant Float 

Please see the note from our Pageant committee 

which was sent home with each family today along 

with the Wire. We look forward to seeing as many of 

our children on the float as possible. 
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Can you help? 

If you enjoy being out in the sunshine (hot or cold) and 

are looking for a little tractor time, in a way that is a 

great help to our school community, we would love 

to welcome you to our small team of oval mowing 

volunteers.  Any amount of time that you may be able 

to contribute will be a help.  We will provide all the 

equipment and will give you an induction and plenty 

of practise on our Kubota zero-turn self-propelled 

mower.  You will just need some spare time and be 

willing to have a Working With Children screening 

check (provided free of charge).  If you are 

interested, please contact Grant Goodwin at the 

School 88421 808 or 0402 818 417. 
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Parents & Friends News 

The Parents & Friends are very pleased to let everyone know that 

 

 

 

 

 

was raised at the Quiz Night held on 1st November. 

Thank you to: 

- Everyone who came along and supported this event 

- All who helped to organise it 

- Those businesses and people who kindly donated items for our raffle, silent auction and 

prizes 

 

Attached you will find the list of those businesses who generously supported our event. We 

encourage everyone to support the businesses that have supported us. 
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What’s happened this week at Vineyard 

Premier’s Be Active Challenge 2019 

During Term 3 the school was involved in the Premiers Be Active Challenge. This involved students being 

active for 60 minutes a day. The time included recess, lunch, run around Australia, PE classes and any other 

physical activity the students completed. 

The Foundation – Year 3 students completed the 4-week challenge, while the Year 4-7 students completed 

the 10 week challenge. 

All students were able to achieve the goal of 60 minutes a day and received a medal recognising their 

effort. 

 

 

 

 

Year 6/7 Visit to Kara House 

 

 

 

 


