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Unique and Able 

God has given each one of us different gifts and abilities.  While some 

will be academic, others will be clever with their hands.  Some will be 

successful sports people while others will be inventors of innovative 

tools, our Swimming Carnival & Sports days are very much a reminder 

how true this can be.  

Romans 12:6-8 God has given each of us the ability to do certain 

things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out 

when you have faith that God is speaking through you. If your gift is 

that of serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, do a 

good job of teaching.  If your gift is to encourage others, do it!  If you 

have money, share it generously.  If God has given you leadership 

ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for 

showing kindness to others, do it gladly. Romans 12:6-8 

We are all different and that is ok…. it’s actually more than ok.  We 

were created to be us.  If for example, we tried to be like somebody 

else it just wouldn’t work, there is already one of that person! We 

were created to be unique individuals – one of a kind.  What is 

important, is that we use our gifts, the things we are good at and 

passionate about, to do the best of our ability. What we have is more 

than enough for God. 

Let’s encourage our children this week, by assuring them that as long 

as they do their best and have fun with the skills that they have, they 

are being successful.  If you have a child that is not good at sports, 

encourage them to do their best and enjoy the experience.  If your 

child is not the best writer or actor that too is ok because they have 

other gifts that are valued and important.   

Thought to ponder on…. 

What gifts and abilities has 

God given to you?  Are you 

using your gifts and abilities in 

an effective way? 

Appreciate the unique, 

beautiful person that you are. 

From our Growing Deep 

Group Staff Discussions 

Term 1 Week 8 

20th March 2020 

 

Upcoming Events 2020 

Wednesday 26th March 

mainly play in Cottage 9.30am – 11am 

 

Monday 30th -Tuesday 31st March 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

 

Friday 31st March 

Combined Schools Walkathon 

 

Sunday 5th April 

Ride For A Brighter Side Clare 

Community Event 

 

Tuesday 7th April 

Yr 6/7 Kara House Visit 

 

Wednesday 8th April 

Principal’s Tours 

Story Time in the Library 

 

Thursday 9th April 

Jump Rope for Heart 

& Casual Day 

 

Wednesday 29th April 

School Cross Country Run 

 

 

Term 2 Upcoming Events 

2020 

Friday 1st May 

Combined Schools Walkathon 

 

Monday 4th – Wednesday 6th May 

Year 4/5/6/7 Aquatics Camp 

 

Starting Tuesday 12th May – Friday 22th 

May 

Year 3/5/7 NAPLAN Online Testing 

 

Saturday 22nd – Friday 28th August 

Book Week 

 
*  Strikethrough events have been 

cancelled due to COVID-19 

 
 

PO Box 105 

59 Main North Road 

CLARE  SA  5453 

Phone: 88421 808 

www.vineyardls.sa.edu.au 

Email: 

admin@vineyardls.sa.edu.au 

Principal: Michelle Keller 

 



“To educate, nurture and inspire individuals in a Christ centred community” 2 

 

From the Principal 

THE VINEYARD STORY 

Last night after staff meeting, our staff and School 

Council members were privileged to hear the 

story of how the school began in 2001 from 

Katrina and Steve Sanders. It was inspiring to hear 

the passion of their organising group and their 

desire to create a school that nurtured and 

educated their children in a Christ centred 

community. 

We heard some words over and over... best for 

our children, community, volunteers, prayer, 

community, children, nurture, prayer, community, 

helping, care, want for our children. It was 

wonderful to see that these same words still 

emphasize the hallmarks of what Vineyard is all 

about in 2020. As you know, our Mission 

Statements/Purpose is: to EDUCATE NURTURE 

INSPIRE AND GROW IN A CHRIST CENTRED 

COMMUNITY. It was relevant in 2001 and still is 

today. We hope this story can be shared with our 

whole community in the near future. 

BUILDING PROJECT – PART 2 

As our classrooms come closer to being finished 

we are preparing to start the last stage of this 

current building project – the refurbishment of our 

student toilets. Starting in the last week of term, 

our current student toilets will be gutted out, and 

over the holiday break, they will be refurbished to 

provide completely new facilities. During the last 

week of term, students will use either the Stadium 

toilets, or the toilet in the current admin block. We 

thank SJM for their holiday timeline for this project, 

so student disruption can be minimal. 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

On Wednesday, parents received information 

regarding our current procedures around the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the procedures we will 

implement in the event of a confirmed case and 

School Closure. Teachers are currently preparing 

learning activities which will be emailed to parents 

in the event of an extended school closure, and 

we will keep you informed as we become aware 

of a change in current conditions. I have 

enclosed the latest communication from The 

Minister for Education, the Hon John Gardner, 

which we have been asked to forward to parents. 

I have also enclosed our Vineyard Guidelines for 

the Continuation of Learning in relation to school 

closures. If you have questions, please contact 

me.  

As a staff we are conscious of the panic and 

frenzy in the community and the emotional effect 

this may have on families and our children. We 

enclose a list of support services and resources 

which can be accessed confidentially in this 

situation.  

CAMHS 

• Ph: (08) 8841 3500 

Headspace 

• Managing stress related to covid-19 virus 

includes tips to maintain a healthy 

mindset: 

https://headspace.org.au/young-

people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-

to-covid-19/ 

• e-Headspace, a free online counselling 

platform: https://eheadspace.org.au/ 

Kids Help Line 

• WebChat counselling: 

https://www.kidshelpline.com.au/get-

help/webchat-counselling 

• Phone counselling: 1800 55 1800 (free and 

confidential) 

HARMONY DAY 

Today our students participated in a range of 

cross age Harmony Day electives to explore foods 

from different cultures. With the theme of 

Everyone Belongs, our aim was to promote 

intercultural understanding and a sense of 

community and belonging by valuing diversity. 

Students worked in House groups with different 

teachers and also participated in a Harmony day 

Art activity throughout the week. We thank Miss 

Harmer and Mrs Upton for their organisation of 

these events and all of the staff who were 

involved in the delivery of today’s activities.  

NAPLAN AND PRACTICE TESTS CANCELLED 

We have just received notification that Education 

Ministers met today and decided that NAPLAN will 

not proceed in 2020. Education Ministers 

reiterated that the National Cabinet has agreed, 

on the advice of the chief health and medical 

officers, that “pre-emptive closure of schools are 

not proportionate or effective as a public health 

intervention to prevent community transmission of 

COVID-19 at this time.” The decision to not 

proceed with NAPLAN in 2020 has been taken to 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enAU842AU842&sxsrf=ALeKk006aZrrlJdDheEUZuvKWqbXgw0p-g:1584617443931&q=clare+community+mental+health+services+phone&ludocid=18408866051345636623&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj8vub-t6boAhVKyzgGHRFvDm0Q6BMwEnoECA8QAg
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enAU842AU842&sxsrf=ALeKk00-A6gFSCiR2FYvo6R8a61pIYdMvg%3A1584616094607&ei=nlJzXv7ZJKiZ4-EP7fqVwA4&q=CAMHS+Clare&oq=CAMHS+Clare&gs_l=psy-ab.3..0l2j0i22i30l3.1300521.1304080..1305670...0.0..0.439.3246.0j2j7j2j1......0....1..gws-wiz.......35i39j0i273j0i131i67j0i67j0i131j0i131i273.vlRS6CZgayQ&ved=0ahUKEwj-oLL7sqboAhWozDgGHW19BegQ4dUDCAs&uact=5
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/
https://eheadspace.org.au/
https://www.kidshelpline.com.au/get-help/webchat-counselling
https://www.kidshelpline.com.au/get-help/webchat-counselling
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assist school leaders, teachers and support staff to 

focus on the wellbeing of students and continuity 

of education, including potential online and 

remote learning.  

Further, the impact of responses to the COVID-19 

virus may affect the delivery of NAPLAN testing, 

including the operation of centralised marking 

centres and the implications for nationally 

comparable data if an insufficient number of 

students are available to do the test.  

The decision to not proceed with NAPLAN in 2020 

also means that the scheduled testing of the 

NAPLAN Online platform, known as the 

Coordinated Practice Test (CPT), will not proceed. 

Ministers acknowledge the work that departments 

and schools have undertaken in preparation for 

the anticipated CPT which was due to 

commence next week on 23 March.  

Education departments and systems will continue 

to closely monitor health advice and work with 

schools to ensure appropriate support for students 

and staff as the response to COVID-19 develops”.  

COMING EVENTS 

Parent Teacher Interviews – at this stage our 

interviews will continue as normal on Monday and 

Tuesday in Week 10. We will keep you updated 

and provide alternative options if a decision is 

made to cancel face to face interviews. Our small 

school size and interview timetable are currently 

assessed as low risk however we will continue to 

review that according to Government and Health 

advice. If you would prefer not to attend in 

person, please notify Jennie as soon as possible.  

Blessings to you for the coming week, 

Michelle 

School Notices 

Mid North Lutheran Ministries – 

Service Times 
SUNDAY 22ND MARCH 

Clare  11.00am HC Pastor Greg 

+AGM and shared lunch 

Brinkworth 9.00am LR 

Blyth  9.30am LR 

Snowtown 11.00am HC (A) 

  Fr David Thompson 

Burra  9.00am HC Pastor Greg 

 

MID WEEK LENTEN SERVICE 

Brinkworth Wednesday 25th March HC at 7.30pm 

Family & Staff Prayers 
Over the last week in staff devotion we prayed for 

the:   Atwal, Amundsen and Young families, staff 

member Jennie-Lee Kennett and Immanuel 

Lutheran School, Gawler. 

Chapel services are held every Monday at 8.50am. 

Family and friends are welcome to join us for these 

services. 

Students of the Week –  

Term 1, Week 7 – Class Awards 

Elle Arnold – For demonstrating Compassion. You 

have shown on multiple occasions this week your 

consideration for others. When people might be 

struggling you are always there to lend them a 

helping hand. Well done for including younger 

children in your games at recess and lunch. 

 

Vineyard News 
SPORTS NEWS WITH MRS DARE 

 

CROSS COUNTRY 

With swimming lessons and carnival now behind 

us, we turn our focus to X-Country. I would like to 

make everyone aware of the upcoming X-

Country opportunities:  

School Cross Country event – Wednesday 

29th April (term 2/week 1). All students will 

participate in this and earn points for their house. 

Students who perform well will be invited to 

participate in the Mid North Carnival. (May be 

modified). 

Mid North District X-Country at Burra – Friday 

8th May (term 2/week2). For 10, 11, 12 & 13 year-

old students who qualify at the school event. (May 

be cancelled). 

Clare Valley Running Festival - Kids 1km Fun Run 

(Foundation-Year 7) – Sunday 19th April.  This is a 

free event at the Clare Oval, starting at 10.30am. 

All participants can register on the day. (May be 

cancelled). 
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In preparation for these running events, all classes 

will be working on their fitness and endurance 

during daily fitness lessons.  

WINTER HUB CARNIVAL 

The Mid North Football and Netball Carnivals will 

be held at Blyth on Thursday 30th April (Term 

2/Week 1). All year 6 & 7 students who play 

football or netball for a club are encouraged to 

trial. I will pass on information regarding trials as 

soon as I receive it. I expect these trials will take 

place in week 10 or 11 of this term.   

MID NORTH FACEBOOK PAGE 

School Sport SA has a new Facebook page!! It 

can be found at:  

 https://www.facebook.com/mndlnz   

Please visit and like the page for all of the latest 

up to date information from the Lower North Zone 

and Mid North District SAPSASA as well as 

photographs and results from events.

 

  

Harmony Day 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/mndlnz
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Birthday Blessings 

No birthdays this week. 

 

Attachments with the Wire 

Please look out for the following attachments that will be going home with the Wire today: 

• Parent Letter re COVID-19 from Hon John Gardner MP – Minister for Education 

• Guidelines for Continuation of Learning 19 March 2020. 

 

Community News 

Please see the school notice board in the stadium for further information on these and other events 

                           

 

YEAR 4/5/6/7 Camp Postponed 

Unfortunately due to Government advice we have 

made the decision to postpone the Year 4/5/6/7 Camp. 

We are hoping we may be able to re-schedule later in 

the year, but if not we will endeavour to still provide 

something special for our children to look forward to. 

 

Parent Teacher Interview 

Bookings 

A reminder to all families that the Parent 

Teacher Interview bookings were due in today 

Friday 20th March. These interviews are 

compulsory and if the times allocated are not 

suitable, to please contact the front office to 

arrange another time.  

 
 


