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You are built for tough times: He’s got 

this 

I still remember the very 

first time I experienced 

turbulence on a 

transatlantic flight. It felt 

like the plane was 

falling out of the sky 

and I went into panic 

mode. I’ll never forget 

the elderly woman 

sitting next to me at the 

time, tenderly placing her hand on mine and saying, “First time flying, 

young man?” 

Fast forward almost twenty years later and multitudes of flights behind 

me, I am much more poised when turbulence comes. Last year while 

on an international flight, the pilot came over the loudspeaker and 

told us with pinpoint accuracy when to expect the turbulence. He 

cautioned us before we even left the ground that we should expect a 

“rough patch” about an hour and a half into the flight. And guess 

what? It happened just as he predicted—exactly when he said it 

would happen. Unlike my very first experience with turbulence two 

decades earlier, I was ready for this one. Seat belt buckled, relatively 

composed, and prayed up in the “Holy Ghost!” 

What made the difference in my composure? I trusted that the aircraft 

was made for that kind of turbulence, that technological instruments 

equipped the pilot to be prepared for these situations with tremendous 

precision, and that he was skilled and adept to get us through the 

rough spots. 

Have you hit any turbulence in your world lately? How are you 

handling this bumpy ride called life? Are you composed? Spiritually 

poised? It’s inevitable that trials will come, but how we handle difficulty 

and adversity speaks volumes about what we truly believe about God. 

Just like I came to trust that an airplane is built for turbulence, we as 

followers of Jesus Christ need to grow into a faith that trusts God’s 

design for our lives, and more importantly His sovereignty over all of life. 

He has built us for adversity. 

Term 4, Week 4 

8 November 2019 
 

Term 4 Upcoming Events  

Monday 11th November 

11.00am Remembrance Day service at 

Vineyard 

 

Wednesday 13th November 

9.30am – 11:00am mainly play in The 

Cottage 

 

Thursday 14th November 

Brekky, Bikes & Bein’ Safe ride/walk to 

school 

 

Wednesday 20th November 

8.45am – 11:00am New Foundation 

transition visit 

 

9.30am – 11.00am mainly play in The 

Cottage 

 

Thursday 21st November 

Year 6/7 Class Visit to Kara House - 

details sent out today 

 

Friday 22nd November 

Faith Challenge @ Faith Lutheran 

College, Tanunda 

 

Tuesday 3rd December 

Choir Visit to Kara House – more details 

to follow 

 

Monday 9th December – Thursday 12th 

December 

2020 Student Book Packs available for 

collection from the Front Office 

 

Vineyard Term Dates 2019 
 

Term 4: Mon 14th October – Thurs 12th 

December (9 Week Term) 
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Jesus told his disciples: “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 

have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33 ESV) 

In other words, you were built for endurance. You are hardwired to overcome hardship. And the other part of 

that promise is that we can have peace in the storm. Yet nowhere in scripture is this peace afforded to those 

outside of a relationship with Christ. 

Whenever I find myself in the turbulence of life, I try to remind myself of two things: no matter how hard or 

difficult this situation is, I was made for this. I wasn’t built for smooth seas; I was built for the fierce stuff of life—

violent waves, tumultuous winds, and all the chaos that comes with it. I’m not some cheaply thrown together 

vessel, lacking structural integrity, which will fall apart at the first storm encountered. God made me for the 

hard weather. And the second thing I remind myself is that no matter how helpless the circumstances may 

appear, He’s got this! 

Over and over again throughout the course of my life, God has proven Himself faithful. He’s sustained me 

through all the ups and downs, all the fiery trials, and all the battering adversity. He is faithful. The man who 

led me to faith in Christ once said, “God has brought you through the ocean, He won’t let you drown in the 

bathtub.” And that’s why I love this promise in Isaiah: “You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 

on you, because he trusts in you.” (Isaiah 26:3 ESV) 

As you encounter the storms of life, remember two things: you were made for this and He’s got this. Think 

about that as you abide in Him today. 

Submitted by Lena Harmer 

Adapted from: https://www.jimmylarche.com/you-are-built-for-tough-times-hes-got-this-devotion-50316/ 

From the Principal 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

What a wonderful night we had last Friday at our 

VLS Parents and Friends Trivia night out at the Clare 

Race Course. It was lovely to see a mix of current 

families, old scholars and their families, supporting 

congregational members and staff. Craig Jervies 

and Matt Dare were our Emcees for the evening, 

and they had a good mix of current and historical 

knowledge based questions in a wide range of 

genres. A wonderful array of goods were up for 

silent auction and we sincerely thank the many 

local businesses who donated items to support this. 

A big thank you to the staff and Parents and Friends 

committee who were the organisers of the event. 

As you will read in this edition of the Wire, this is the 

last formal Parents and Friends committee event, 

as the group have decided to dissolve the current 

formal structure and try a different format for co-

ordinating events. For the last two years, we have 

struggled to find exec committee members and it 

has been left to the same few. We are hoping this 

new structure provides an opportunity for all 

parents and friends to still be involved without the 

commitment and time required for regular 

meetings. More information to come. We sincerely 

thank all of the current and former committee 

members for their tireless efforts, their enthusiasm 

and passion for our school. Your work has not gone 

unnoticed and has helped to bond our community 

together, whilst also providing funds which directly 

benefit our students through the provision of school 

resources. We look forward to working together in 

different ways in 2020.  

VOLUNTEERS 

While we are discussing volunteers, I would also like 

to thank the members of our internal Vineyard 

family and wider community who work in various 

roles in and out of our school.  We sincerely thank 

Mr Roger Sanders for his continued lawn mowing 

around our grounds over many years.  Whilst most 

people don’t see Roger at work, the extent of his 

effort and his commitment to our school is very 

obvious if you come down and see the lawns. We 

are currently seeking some volunteers (from within 

the school or wider community) who may be able 

to help Roger with this task going forward. I am 

assured that it is quite a relaxing and enjoyable task 

and requires a time commitment which would be 

made so much easier if we had a few people to 
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share the load. If you can help, please contact 

Grant in our office.  

Thanks also to our mainly play team of volunteers – 

the team on the floor each session, the wonderful 

bakers behind the scenes (including staff and 

ladies from our supporting congregations) and our 

co-ordinator Amy (who puts in many hours behind 

the scenes). mainly play is a wonderful opportunity 

to bring new people into our community and a 

chance for them to hear about Jesus. Please pray 

for mainly play, and if you’d like to help out, please 

contact Amy Gogoll. 

Although quite an ‘itchy/scratchy’ topic, our 

regular headlice checks are an important part of 

our term calendar, and they have been hugely 

successful in preventing outbreaks in our classes 

since we started this practice. Christina Underdown 

co-ordinates the checks, which are normally held 

on the Friday in week 3 of each term. Christina has 

a very small group of volunteers, but it would be 

great to have some more helpers. If you are a nurse 

or a hairdresser, we would love to have you join our 

team. It only takes a couple of hours per term- the 

more helpers, the quicker it is. If you can help, 

please contact Christina.  

SPORTS EVENTS 

In the coming weeks, we will be part of the Mid 

North Strikers Girls Cricket Competition, and the 

Faith Challenge. Students will be selected based 

on the criteria of the event, and you will be notified 

by letter from Craig. We thank Craig for the 

organisation that goes on behind the scenes to 

select teams, co-ordinate transport, liaise with 

event co-coordinators, prepare risk assessments 

and organise transport. Our philosophy is always to 

allow as many of our students as we can to 

participate in a wide variety of sports according to 

the criteria and context of the specific event. If you 

have any questions about events or criteria, please 

see Craig.  

PAT TESTING 

As in the early weeks in Term 1, this week our 

students will be involved in PAT testing in all classes 

in Reading, Maths, and Vocabulary (for Uppers 

only).  PAT tests are standardised tests which a 

large number of schools across Australia 

participate in. By testing at the beginning and end 

of the year, we can monitor and track individual 

student growth, class averages, and identify areas 

of strength and weaknesses. Students are tested 

electronically so patterns can be monitored and 

results easily accessed. It is important to remember 

that PAT tests provide just one part of the 

assessment picture for your child, and they test their 

knowledge on that day at that time. It is not the 

whole picture and must be interpreted within the 

context of other informal and formal teacher 

assessments. NAPLAN is also part of this assessment 

picture. Because the results are only part of the 

bigger picture, they will be used to inform your 

child’s report this term, but will not be sent out as a 

separate result.  If you are interested in discussing 

specific results, please see your child’s class 

teacher.  

 

Blessings to you for the coming week, 

Michelle 
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School Notices 

Mid North Lutheran Ministries – 

Service Times 

SUNDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 

Clare  9.00am 

 Blyth  11.00am 

 Brinkworth 9.00am 

 Burra  9.00am 

Snowtown 10.00am 

Family & Staff Prayers 

Over the last week in staff devotion we prayed for the: 

Becker, Plowman, Van Ruth and Jones families, staff 

member Karen Reid, and Maitland Lutheran School. 

Chapel services are held every Monday at 8.50am. 

Family and friends are welcome to join us for these 

services. 

Lunch Orders  

Hot lunches are available every Friday. This year they 

are being supplied by Main Street Bakehouse. 

All orders must be placed at the office or via the blue 

bags in your child’s class before 9.30am the Thursday 

before.  

Brown lunch order bags are available from the front 

office.  

Ice Blocks 
In Term 1 and 4 ice blocks 

(Quelch Sticks) are available 

for sale Monday - Friday from 

the undercover area at 

lunchtime. 

Ice blocks are 40 cents each 

and limited to one per child. 

Sharing of money or buying for others is not allowed. 

Birthday Blessings 

God’s Blessings to everyone who is celebrating their 

birthdays………………… 

 10th November  Archie Cutten 

Students of the Week – 

Term 4, Week 4 – Class Awards  

Jackson Couch – For demonstrating FORGIVENESS 

and empathy when another student was not playing 

by the rules during a game of dodge ball. You 

displayed exceptional character all week. Well done! 

Hannah Neill – For demonstrating QUALITY with some 

super work in German this week. Your videos were 

creative, and you worked cooperatively together. 

Well done! 

Silas Nolan – For demonstrating QUALITY. You have 

displayed enthusiasm when researching all about 

your family and bringing in an artefact to share with 

the class. Well done.  

Josh Van Ruth – For demonstrating QUALITY for the 

determination and persistence shown in badminton 

lessons this term. As a result you have developed 

excellent skills and are able to participate confidently 

in this sport. Thanks for being a great partner - I think 

our record of 79 hits will stand for quite a while! 

Claudia Burton – For demonstrating QUALITY with 

some excellent work in German this week. Your videos 

were creative, and you worked cooperatively 

together. Great job! 

Isaac Victor – For demonstrating QUALITY in your 

ability to listen to instructions and apply yourself to the 

task quickly. You have worked well in Maths and 

continue to improve your speed and accuracy. 

Chloe Hodge – For demonstrating QUALITY with your 

excellent attitude and work during German this week. 

Your videos were creative, and you worked 

cooperatively together. Well done! 

Locky Victor – For demonstrating QUALITY by showing 

responsibility for your learning and completing 

multiple spelling tasks. Keep it up. 

Manjot Kaur – For demonstrating QUALITY with your 

excellent attitude and work during German this week. 

Your videos were creative, and you worked 

cooperatively together. 

Students of the Week are presented at our Assembly 

every Friday afternoon at 2.45pm. Family and friends 

are welcome to attend. 
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Valedictory Sponsorship 

Would you like to be a sponsor for 

one of our awards presented at 

our Valedictory Service?  

We are giving families the 

opportunity to sponsor these 

awards by way of a monetary 

donation of the value of your choice.  

Your donation will go towards covering the cost of the 

purchase and engraving of the medallion each 

award winner receives.  

If you are interested, please come and see Jennie in 

the front office for more information. 

Sports Day Record Amendment 

In last weeks Wire we published all the record breakers 

from our 2019 Sports Day. Unfortunately, there was an 

error in the Year 1 Girls records. The Year 1 Girls records 

should have read: 

• Maddison Harvey - 50m 9.41secs 

• Elle Arnold – Long Jump 1.96m 

Congratulations to Elle on her record-breaking jump 

and apologies that your record was overlooked last 

week. Elle was presented with her certificate at 

assembly today. 

Can you help? 

If you enjoy being out in the sunshine (hot or cold) and 

are looking for a little tractor time, in a way that is a 

great help to our school community, we would love 

to welcome you to our small team of oval mowing 

volunteers.  Any amount of time that you may be able 

to contribute will be a help.  We will provide all the 

equipment and will give you an induction and plenty 

of practise on our Kubota zero-turn self-propelled 

mower.  You will just need some spare time and be 

willing to have a Working With Children screening 

check.  If you are interested, please contact Grant 

Goodwin at the School or 0402 818 417. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signing in and out of students and 

parent visitors 

A reminder to all parents/guardians if your child 

arrives after 8.45am to school for any reason they 

MUST be signed into the office by a parent so we 

know they have arrived.  

If you need to pick your child up early for any reason 

during the day, they MUST be signed out of the office 

by a parent and then signed back in on their return (if 

returning to school that day).  

Parents who are coming into classes to help with 

reading, etc are also reminded that they are required 

to sign themselves in and out of the office too.  

Student changes to end of day 

pick up 

We understand that sometimes arrangements for the 

end of day pick up can change from the normal 

routine during the course of the day. 

In order for us to let your children know of any 

changes, particularly for bus students, we would 

appreciate if you could please ring or email the office 

before 2.45pm so we have ample time to relay the 

message via the office boxes at the end of the day.  

Parents & Friends News 

QUIZ NIGHT 

The Quiz Night happened last Friday night at the Clare 

Racing Club and what a night it was! 

A wonderful evening of fun and laughter was had, 

with many choosing to decorate their tables and 

themselves for the event. 

Our MC’s, Craig Jervies and Matt Dare, created a 

fantastic format for the evening and kept us laughing 

throughout games, quiz questions and even some 

karaoke! 

Our “wine lottery”, silent auction and raffle were all 

well supported, and we thank the community for 

getting behind this event. 

All funds raised will go directly back to the school for 

the benefit of the students. 

Special thanks to our awesome organising committee 

– Bec Carlin, Sarah Haverland, Jodie Mullighan, Kirsty 

Warnes, Sarah Kopman, Katie Price, Michelle Keller 

and the Staff group. 
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Community News 

Please see the school notice board in the stadium for further information on these and other 

events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


