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The Bondage of the Will 

We have entered into the season of “Sundays After Pentecost” in the Cycle 

of the Church Year. Historically, this is the time when the Early Church went 

into teaching mode. Core teachings of the faith were shared with those who 

wanted to become Christians. This attitude was emphasised in the 

Reformation period about 500 years ago as well, and has set the tone of 

many church groups (denominations) since, among them, Lutherans. So I 

thought I might run through some of the core values of the Christian Faith 

with you over the rest of the school year.  

A person’s ‘Freewill’ is one of those beliefs generally held to be part of our 

human rights. We’re talking about our ability to determine our own path in life 

here. The fact is, however, that we human beings have very limited freewill in 

reality. I’m not talking about earthly societal limitations, though that would be 

worth exploring. I’m referring to our spiritual condition, which so often makes us 

unhappy with ourselves. St Paul puts it this way: So I find this law at work: 

Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I 

delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in me, waging war against 

the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within 

me. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is 

subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our 

Lord!   Romans 7: (7 -) 21 – 25. 

This problem, our problem, goes right back to Adam and Eve and the Fall 

into Original Sin. The problem is this: Adam and Eve were the first and last 

people who truly had Freewill. When they chose to disobey God regarding 

the eating of that forbidden fruit, they forfeited Freewill for themselves and 

everyone else besides. Along with all the rest of humanity, I may have a 

‘good idea’ of what is right and wrong, but find myself doing what is against 

my better judgement, and that of the world, time and again, going back 

and doing the same dumb and hurtful stuff I know is wrong. WHY??? 

Since the Fall, we live in a condition referred to as the “Bondage of the Will” 

which states that when Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit they then knew 

the difference between Good and Evil, but could no longer choose to do 

what was Good every time. (Something the devil neglected to mention in his 

sales pitch!) This has effect on literally everything. 

Ephesians 2: 1 – 10 tells us that we are now ‘spiritually dead in our sins’ and 

cannot free ourselves or choose God. A corpse has no ability to do anything 

of itself. Picture a person who has suffered a fatal heart attack. Unless 
someone performs CPR they will remain as they are. This is the picture St. Paul 

presents us when it comes to salvation. I cannot choose God, or decide to 

follow Him. I’m spiritually dead.  

The full picture is that God breathes Spiritual Life into me and gives me faith 

as a free gift in the process. When I awake from this condition, I now have 

been freed BY GOD from the Bondage of the Will and can choose to retain 

the gift of faith and the life and relationship that it gives with God; or go back 

to my old condition and reject God. The fact still remains that: I did not 

decide to follow Jesus; BUT He did decide to disciple me. More next time. 

 

Yours, in Christ, Pastor Greg. 

Term 2 Week 7 

12th June 2020 

 
 

Term 2 Upcoming Events 

2020 

Monday 15th June – School Council 

Meeting 

Thursday 18th June – Last day for Pie 

Drive orders 

Thursday 18th June – AISSA AGM 

Thursday 25th June – Daniel Morcombe 

Online Safety Training 

Friday 26th June – Last day of school no 

early dismissal 

School Holidays – 27th June-19th July 3 

weeks 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 2020 

Saturday 17th October  – Friday 23rd 

October – Book Week 

Friday 23rd October  – Grandfriends 

and Dress Up Day 

Friday 30th October  – School Sports 

Carnival at Vineyard 

Friday 20th November  – Faith 

Challenge 

 

 

 

Vineyard Term Dates 2020 
 
 

Term 2: Mon 27th April – Fri 26th June (9 

Week Term) 

Please note: Vineyard Staff PD Week 

will be Mon 29th June – Fri 3rd July 2020 
 

Term 3: Mon 20th July – Fri 25th 

September (10 Week Term) 
 

Term 4: Mon 12th October – Thurs 10th 

December (9 Week Term)’ 
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From the Principal 

Well what a week it has been! Beginning with a 

lovely public holiday to allow us to catch some 

respite as well as possibly throwing us out of our 

usual routine!! This week has also encountered 

winter chilly frosts with the Vineyard Lutheran 

School grassy green fields awash with a white 

carpet of frost descending upon us. 

I always knew that it could get cold in the Clare 

Valley, however it is only when your water pipes 

freeze overnight that suddenly the realisation of 

this is blatantly evident. I should have known that 

anywhere that is renowned for its grape growing 

potential with some of the best wines in the world, 

may get cold! The Riesling trail next to the school is 

also a good indicator and we are the “Vineyard” 

Lutheran School after all! 

Hence this week has encountered cold frosty 

mornings, although the days have been clear and 

sunny and good for work and play and hopefully 

plant growth for the farmers in our community. 

Together with the cold has come extra 

excitement with the ice and frost to play with and 

I have been delighted with the behaviour of our 

students. The thrill of collecting the ice in the 

morning and scraping off the icicles whilst not 

getting wet has been well achieved by our 

children! 

On yard duty I have also been increasingly 

pleased with the behaviour of our students. The 

beauty of a small school is that every staff 

member and student and even our parents all 

know each other personally and we become one 

big Vineyard Lutheran School family. 

I have noticed the wonderful way in which our 

students interact with each other across all year 

levels. The older students assist the younger ones 

and even play together which is a real blessing. 

Games of tag, poison ball and general fun in the 

sun crosses age barriers which is a pleasure to see. 

This week Pastor Greg from the Lutheran Parish 

joined us to hold staff devotion on Wednesday 

morning. It was great to hear God’s word from our 

Spiritual leader and the message that Jesus invites 

us to follow Him through the gift of eternal life and 

His redeeming grace. We all have the free will to 

turn to God and it is the knowledge of His word 

and the free gift of eternal salvation which makes 

our faith strong. 

Have a blessed weekend. 

Geoffrey Strauss 

Principal 

 

STAFFING 

Sadly, we only have a few more weeks to spend 

with Miss Lena Harmer at our school. Her faithful 

service has been a blessing for Vineyard Lutheran 

School and we wish her all the best in her new role 

at Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Para Vista. 

Vineyard Lutheran School takes pleasure in 

announcing that Mrs Rachel Richardson will be 

Lena’s replacement. Rachel grew up in a farming 

community in Tasmania and has twenty years plus 

teaching experience. She has recently been 

working at a small Christian primary school in 

Swan Hill, Victoria and together with her husband 

Nathan they will be moving to Clare to live in our 

wonderful community. 

Rachel is an Upper Primary specialist, experienced 

at consolidating students’ academic knowledge 

and skills and identifying their unique God-given gifts 

and talents within the broader community. She is 

especially passionate in preparing young people for 

the transition to secondary school. Her teaching 

strengths are English, Humanities and the Performing 

Arts as well as developing and implementing 

individualised learning plans and strategies. 

We are delighted with our recruitment and we 

look forward to working with Rachel Richardson 

next term. 

 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

On Wednesday the Vineyard Lutheran School 

Parents and Friends executive committee met in 

order to discuss events and activities which we 

can still hold this year. Due to COVID-19 restrictions 

we have had to postpone events but hopefully 

some of these may still be able to eventuate. 

Please see Mr Strauss or Sarah Haverland if you 

would like to be involved in discussions regarding 

any of our future events. These may include 

Father’s Day stall, our School Fair, Variety Club 

Bash, Social night (bowls or table tennis) and a 

Quiz Night. 
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PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Thank you to all parents, staff and students who 

took part in our Parent Teacher Interviews which 

were held last week. If you did not manage to 

meet with your teacher or would like to discuss 

your child’s progress at school further, please do 

not hesitate to contact the school. School reports 

will be going out at the end of the Term as per 

usual. 

AUSTRALIAN MATHS TRUST YEARS 3-7 

The Australian Mathematics Competition will still 

be held this year with voluntary participation for 

those students who would like to take part. There 

are two options for the format with an online 

competition or paper still available. The date for 

the Australian Mathematics Competition is 

between Thursday 30 July - 6 August 2020 for 

Students in years 3–12 in all schools and the cost is 

$A6.50 per entry. 

Please see Mr Strauss or Jennie at the front office if 

you would like your child to do the competition. 

WINTER WARMER PIE DRIVE FUNDRAISER 

Thanks to Sarah Haverland who is organising a Pie 

Drive Fundraiser for Vineyard Lutheran School. 

Waters Bakery in Burra will be our supplier and it is 

great to support local communities in our district 

as well as raising money for our school. The money 

raised will be going to support the Year 6/7 

Canberra trip and a hard copy order form with 

prices included has been sent home. Should you 

require another order form please see Jennie at 

the front office and do not forget to return this 

order form together with your payment as soon as 

possible. 

ASSEMBLY 

Last week we changed our assembly format and 

we had whole school fitness in the stadium on 

Friday afternoon. This was a great success for 

alternate weeks and this week on Friday we held 

our regular assembly at 2.45pm. This was in the 

cottage with parents and friends welcome to 

attend whilst still recognising social distancing 

practices. Next week will be whole school fitness 

again. 

LUTHERAN PRINCIPALS MEETING 

On Wednesday morning Principals of Lutheran 

Primary Schools in S.A. W.A. and the N.T. met 

online to discuss how COVID-19 has changed 

some of our practices at schools for the good. 

Whilst we continue to operate with the ever-

present threat of this pandemic as well as various 

changing rules and restrictions, we are navigating 

our way through the best practices for your child’s 

education. With God’s guidance we look forward 

to a successful transition through this period. 

 CROSS COUNTRY 

Vineyard Lutheran School was proud to launch 

our very first house cross country carnival last 

week. A huge thank you to Mrs Dare for 

organising the event as well as holding numerous 

training sessions on the Riesling Trail which runs 

next to our school. Thank you to family and friends 

who attended and the students who displayed 

exceptional sportsmanship. Thank you also to Ben 

Plowman and Andrew Michalak for helping with 

the BBQ and Grant Goodwin for mowing the oval. 

YEAR 7 TRANSITION TO HIGH SCHOOL 

Transition packages for 2020-2021 have been 

distributed for all Year 7 students, irrespective of 

whether they will be attending Clare High School 

(CHS) next year or not. Please have your forms 

returned by tomorrow Friday 12th June. The CHS 

Transition Coordinator will be visiting all Primary 

Schools in the district and will be at Vineyard 

Lutheran School on Friday 19th June (Week 8). 

VLS WEBSITE 

Vineyard Lutheran School is in the process of 

updating our website. We are delighted to be 

promoting and marketing our lovely campus and 

we would love any photos or ideas you may like 

to be included to be sent through to 

admin@vineyardls.sa.edu.au. 

THREE WEEK HOLIDAY BREAK 

Please keep in mind that this term we are having 

a three week holiday break with the Term coming 

to an end on Friday 26th June (Week 9). The 

holidays will be beginning from Monday 29th June 

with students returning Monday 20th July. 

CHARMAINE @ CHARMAINE PHOTOGRAPHY 

Recently Vineyard Lutheran School has had the 

pleasure of Charmaine visiting our school on 

numerous occasions to take photos for our 

marketing campaign. The staff especially loved 

their photos which she volunteered her time and 

professional expertise to take. 

Charmaine will continue to be around and about 

the school to take photos for our new website 

which will be launched in July. We have included 

an advertisement in ‘The Wire’ this week to 

promote her business here in Clare. If you or 

anyone you know would like some family photos 

taken at a heavily discounted price here is your 

opportunity. 

mailto:admin@vineyardls.sa.edu.au
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MAINLY PLAY 

mainly play continues to conduct its sessions on 

Wednesday mornings in the same format that 

Amy has transitioned for online delivery through 

the internet programme ZOOM. They are held for 

live streaming every week beginning at 9.30am. 

All are welcome and free of charge to join. 

Contact Amy for the meeting ID and password. 

WOOD FOR SALE 

Prepare yourself for the cold winter ahead by 

stocking yourself up ahead of time with fuel for 

the furnace! 

Vineyard Lutheran School once again has Wood 

for sale - $200 for 7’x4’ trailer. 

Please take advantage of this great offer and 

help support our wonderful school. 

Now is the time to come and get your wood pile 

stocked with free delivery within town districts or 

to be negotiated. 

*Please bear in mind that if your child is at all 

unwell, please DO NOT send them to school. Your 

child will still be able to access their learning at 

home through Diverse Learning. Please also 

continue your regular communication with your 

classroom teacher through the appropriate 

channels.* 

Secondhand Uniform Sale 

We are currently having a huge clearance sale 

on our second hand Winter uniforms. Prices start 

from as low as $5. Please come into the office and 

grab yourself a bargain. 

Uniform Reminder 

We are now in the Winter uniform period and 

remind families that with recent chilly weather we 

have coats, scarves and beanies for sale. The 

uniform policy states that all additional items such 

as these must be plain navy – no patterns or other 

colours. Beanies and scarves purchased from our 

Uniform shop will have the Vineyard logo on them, 

but they can be purchased from other places 

without the logo providing they are plain navy. 

School Notices 

Mid North Lutheran Ministries – 

Service Times 
SUNDAY 14TH JUNE 

Clare  9.00am 

Brinkworth 9.00am 

Blyth  11.00am 

Snowtown 10.00am 

Burra  9.00am  
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Birthday Blessings 

No birthdays this week. 

Students of the Week –  

Term 2, Week 7 – Class Awards  

Henry Upton – For demonstrating Service toward his school by actively tidying and cleaning the yard. Great 

work for going out of your way to clean our school! 

Aaren Lane – For demonstrating Courage.  In his admirable efforts during Cross Country. He supported those 

around him and gave his best! 

Aiden Sommerville – For demonstrating Compassion. For reaching out to see if another student is okay after 

recess. 

Amreen Atwal – For demonstrating Service.  Thank you for helping younger students around the class when 

you visited the 2/3’s to collect worship song ideas. You were very kind and helpful. 

Elle Arnold – For demonstrating Love.  Thank you for showing love to one particular student who injured their 

arm. You supported them by helping carry things and pairing up with them for writing tasks. 

Nicholas Harvey – For demonstrating Compassion.  Nicholas you have done a fantastic job caring for Chase 

when he returned to school. You demonstrated how to be a friend. Well done. 

William Michalak – For demonstrating Compassion.  For reaching out to see if another student is okay after 

recess. 

Manjot Kaur – For demonstrating Service.  Thank you for helping younger students around the class when 

you visited the 2/3’s to collect worship song ideas. You were very kind and helpful. 

Students of the Week are presented at our Assembly every Friday afternoon at 2.45pm. Family and friends 

are welcome to attend. 

Family & Staff Prayers 

Over the last week in staff devotion we prayed for the: Harvey, Upton, Atwal and Nurk families, staff 

member Pearl Mayor and Faith Lutheran College, Tanunda. 

Chapel services are held every Monday at 8.50am. Family and friends are welcome to join us for these 

services. 
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Mid North District SAPSASA 

UPDATE 

School sport SA has tentatively planned state carnivals for Terms 3 & 4.  

This planning is based upon restrictions continuing to ease across S.A. and approval from the 

Department of Education.  

To enable competitions, carnivals will be modified, as outlined below: 

• Smaller team numbers  

• Shorter length of carnivals 

• Carnivals separated into country/metro competitions 

At this stage, the following state carnivals have been proposed:  

• August 24th-26th Soccer & Hockey, 12 Mid North players selected for each sport (9 v 9) 

• September 7th-9th Football & Netball, 15 Mid North footballers (12 v 12) & 12 MN 

netballers selected (1 team) 

• Term 4/week 4 Softball, carnival length & team selection as per normal 

• Term 4/week 6, Track & Field state carnival 

The events that the Mid North District will potentially run are: 

• Winter hub carnival - netball & football (year 6 & 7 students) 

• Athletics carnival (10, 11, 12 & 13 y.o. age groups) 

• Cross country (10, 11, 12 & 13 y.o. age groups) 

• Basketball carnival (year 6 & 7 students) 

Please note, dates have not been set for these events yet as there still needs to be a 

change in the excursion restrictions from the Department of Education to be able to run 

these events.  

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding SAPSASA events this 

year. 

Belinda Dare 

Sports Coordinator 
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Lost Jumper 

Will Michalak has lost his Maroon Sports Jumper. Could all Vineyard families 

please check their children’s uniform with names to make sure that they do 

not have someone else’s items by mistake. 

If you do find  Will’s jumper could you please be returned to the front office 

if found. Thank you 

 


