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Not What I Was Thinking 

I was reading recently about the birth of Jesus and some of the 

struggles that Mary and Joseph would have had even before Jesus 

was born.  They were struggling to fit into a society with very strict moral 

codes, and a community that would not forget their 

shortcomings.  Many years later that community would say of Jesus, 

“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” Inferring that they knew exactly who he was 

and what was he doing out of place.   

My reading reminded me not only of the hard time that Joseph and 

Mary had with their lives but in the peculiarly unexpected way that 

God challenged the world with Jesus to think differently. 

Jesus was a challenge to his community.  They thought they knew who 

he was.  And although he mentioned that a prophet is without honour 

in his home town, he wasn’t held back by the understanding of others 

and continued to do amazing miracles.  Jesus challenged many 

people to think differently about God (and others) through the stories 

he told and the way he acted.  He spoke to people that society said 

he shouldn’t; stayed with them; ate with them; healed them. 

Jesus wasn’t the forceful king to reclaim the country that Israel 

wanted.  His death wasn’t the way that people were expecting victory 

to appear.  And yet his death and raising back to life is the very thing 

that is able to set all of us free. 

God doesn’t want us to think differently just for the sake of change or 

even that what we think is wrong.  He challenges us to expand our 

viewpoint so that we won’t be limited by where we are now.  

In so many ways Jesus was not the person that was wanted by the 

world into which he entered.  But thankfully what we wanted was not 

what we needed.  His birth continues to show us that God loves us and 

wants us.  He challenges all of our ideas that hold us back from finding 

out the best of who He is and being the best of who we are. 

Submitted by Grant Goodwin 

 

 

 

 

Term 4, Week 8 

6 December 2019 
 

Term 4 Upcoming Events  

Friday 6th December 

6.00pm Clare Christmas Pageant – meet 

at Mid North Motor Company 

 

Monday 9th December 

2.00pm House Games afternoon with 

BBQ lunch  

 

Year 7 Graduation Dinner 

 

Monday 9th December – Thursday 12th 

December 

2020 Student Book Packs available for 

collection from the Front Office 

 

Thursday 12th December 

3.15pm School finishes for Vineyard 

students 

 

7.00pm Vineyard Valedictory Service- all 

students to attend in Formal uniform 

 

Friday 13th December 

Pupil Free Day for Vineyard Students – 

staff at school 

 

Term 1 2020 Upcoming Events 

Tuesday 28th January 

8.50am Term 1 begins with Chapel 

Sunday 2nd February 

2.00pm Installation of Pastor Greg 

Vangsness & Blessing of Vineyard Staff @ 

St Pauls, Clare 

 

Vineyard Term Dates 2020 
Term 1: Tues 28th January – Thurs 9th April 

(11 Week Term) 
 

Term 2: Mon 27th April – Fri 26th June (9 

Week Term) 

Please note: Vineyard Staff PD Week will 

be Mon 29th June – Fri 3rd July 2020 
 

Term 3: Mon 20th July – Fri 25th September 

(10 Week Term) 
 

Term 4: Mon 12th October – Thurs 10th 

December (9 Week Term) 

Please note: Friday 11th December is a 

Pupil Free Day for Vineyard students 

 

PO Box 105 

59 Main North Road 

CLARE  SA  5453 

Phone: 88421 808 

www.vineyardls.sa.edu.au 

Email: admin@vineyardls.sa.edu.au 

Principal: Michelle Keller 
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From the Principal 

Well not long now! 

I can’t believe that we are nearly at the end of the 

school year.  

REPORTS 

Thank you to our staff who have now completed the 

huge task of writing reports. Reports will be sent home 

next Monday, the 9th of December. As parents, we 

need to remember that the way we calculate grades 

and assess students has changed significantly since 

many of us attended school. With the introduction of 

the Australian Curriculum, we have national 

benchmarks to guide teachers when determining 

student achievement. If a student receives a C in their 

report next week it is not a cause for concern as it 

means they are meeting year level expectations. 

Children receiving a B or greater have exceeded 

expectations. We believe that there should be no 

surprises with reports as teachers communicate 

regularly about where your child is at, but if you have 

any concerns, please see your child’s teacher in the 

first instance so they can give a more detailed 

explanation. I am also available to chat if required. 

No matter what grade your child receives, reports 

give a great opportunity to celebrate your child’s 

effort, achievement and the journey they have 

travelled this year.  

CLASSES FOR 2020 

We will remain in the same 4 class structure in 2020 

and we were hoping to have both Junior Primary 

classes moving to the new buildings for the start of 

year. Due to some additional work needing to be 

done for footings we are slightly behind schedule, 

however still hope to occupy sometime in the first 

term. Year 4/5 and 6/7s will move to the classrooms 

near the Undercover but finer details as to who is 

where are still to be finalised. We will keep you posted 

�  

FUN DAY 

On Monday afternoon at 2pm we will be holding our 

traditional House Games afternoon. It sounds like the 

weather will be milder again but there may be last 

minute modifications to the timeslot if the weather 

remains hot. This is a great chance for our students to 

have fun playing Over and Under with sponges, relays 

through the sprinkler and water bomb catching 

games. Parents are welcome to come along with 

each child earning points for their House. A great start 

to our last week of school. � Thanks to Mr Jervies for 

organising this. 

CASUAL DAY 

This Thursday we have our final Casual Day for the 

year. We are collecting good quality second hand 

children’s clothes and toys to give to Backpacks for 

Kids. Children can also choose to bring a gold coin 

donation if they would rather to be given to this 

charity. Thank you for the hamper items we collected 

this term for our chapel offerings – they are being 

taken to CVCO early next week to be distributed. We 

appreciate the generosity shown by our families for 

both of these charities.  

VALEDICTORY 

This Thursday night we will celebrate our end of year 

with a combined service and graduation 

presentation. This is the final event for the year and as 

such it is an expectation that all of our students 

attend. Children are asked to meet at 6.50pm and 

they will sit with staff at the front (as for our usual 

chapel service). We ask that students wear formal 

summer uniform. We are looking forward to a great 

night celebrating both our graduating students and 

all of the events we have experienced together this 

year. 

PASTOR GREG’S INSTALLATION 

We welcome Pastor Greg Vangsness who arrives in 

our Mid North Lutheran Ministries Parish over the 

Christmas holidays, ready to start 2020 here with us. 

Pastor Greg’s installation will be held in St Paul’s 

Lutheran Church Clare on Sunday 2nd of February at 

2pm. All school families are welcome to attend. We 

hope to have Pastor Greg also join us for chapel on 

our first day next term. We look forward to working 

with Pastor Greg and having him as an important 

member of our Vineyard family next year.  

END OF YEAR FORMS 

A reminder to those who have yet to return the end 

of year forms to Jennie. We would like them in as soon 

as possible so we can have up to date data entered 

ready for our first day next year. This is especially 

important when we need medical or emergency 

contact information. Please see Jennie if you have 

any questions.  

 

Blessings to you for the coming busy week � 

Take care, 

Michelle 
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School Notices 

Mid North Lutheran Ministries – 

Service Times 

SUNDAY 8TH DECEMBER 

Clare 9.00am 

 Blyth  11.00am 

 Brinkworth 9.00am 

 Burra  9.00am 

Snowtown 10.00am  

Family & Staff Prayers 

Over the last week in staff devotion we prayed for the: 

Nolan, Price, Goodwin and Rabig families, Vineyard 

P&F and Cornerstone College, Mount Barker 

Chapel services are held every Monday at 8.50am. 

Family and friends are welcome to join us for these 

services. 

Lunch Orders  

There will be no lunch orders next week due to Friday 

being a pupil free day for Vineyard students. 

We would like to take this opportunity to once again 

thank The Mainstreet Bakehouse for supplying us with 

yummy lunches this year. We look forward to being 

able to order from them again next year. 

Ice Blocks 
In Term 1 and 4 ice blocks 

(Quelch Sticks) are available 

for sale Monday - Friday from 

the undercover area at 

lunchtime. 

Ice blocks are 40 cents each 

and limited to one per child. 

Sharing of money or buying for others is not allowed. 

School Photos 

School Photos are now available for collection. We 

ask that all families please collect these from the Front 

Office as we will not be sending them home with 

students.  

If you would like to order a whole school photo, 

please see the flyer on page 4 of the Wire this week. 

Birthday Blessings 

God’s Blessings to everyone who is celebrating their 

birthdays………………… 

 12th December  Ishrat Atwal 

Students of the Week – 

Term 4, Week 8 – Class Awards 

Jye Maidment – For demonstrating COURAGE. Great 

work meeting your Maths challenges. It’s wonderful to 

see how much you are enjoying them.  

Aaren Lane – For demonstrating SERVICE by offering 

to do all the cleaning up at the end of our painting 

activity! 

Jake Pink – For demonstrating QUALITY. Thank you 

Jake for showing such care with your writing and 

trying so hard. 

Zavier Becker – For demonstrating SERVICE. You have 

been eager to help out with tidying and organising 

the classroom this week. You ask others if they need 

help also. Keep up the good work Zavier. �  

Silas Nolan – For demonstrating COURAGE. Silas you 

have shown fantastic determination when 

approaching the Literacy challenges. 

Students of the Week are presented at our Assembly 

every Friday afternoon at 2.45pm. Family and friends 

are welcome to attend. 

Valedictory Sponsorship 

Would you like to be a sponsor for one of our awards 

presented at our Valedictory Service?  

We are giving families the opportunity to sponsor 

these awards by way of a monetary donation of the 

value of your choice.  

Your donation will go towards covering the cost of the 

purchase and engraving of the medallion each 

award winner receives.  

If you are interested, please come and see Jennie in 

the front office for more information. 
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House Games BBQ- Help Needed 

Do you have 1-2 hours free on Monday 9th December 

to help cook the BBQ for our House Games 

afternoon? If so, we would love a couple of volunteers 

from 11.30am – 1.30pm. Please contact Ben Plowman 

0408 016 100 for more information or to volunteer. 

Can you help? 

If you enjoy being out in the sunshine (hot or cold) and 

are looking for a little tractor time, in a way that is a 

great help to our school community, we would love 

to welcome you to our small team of oval mowing 

volunteers.  Any amount of time that you may be able 

to contribute will be a help.  We will provide all the 

equipment and will give you an induction and plenty 

of practise on our Kubota zero-turn self-propelled 

mower.  You will just need some spare time and be 

willing to have a Working with Children screening 

check (provided free of charge).  If you are 

interested, please contact Grant Goodwin at the 

School 88421 808 or 0402 818 417. 

 

 

 

 

 

School Council News 

At our last meeting, School Council ratified the 

decision to keep fees for 2020 the same as 2019. 

We thank our P&F for all their excellent work during 

2019 and over the many years before that.  

Also thank you to Jason Gill who is retiring from 

Council after many years of service, most recently in 

the role of Vice Chairperson. 

Council Members for 2020 are: 

• Malcolm Schupelius - Chairperson 

• Jacqui Harvey – Vice chairperson 

• Mandy Heinrich 

• Fiona Hendry 

• Luke Sommerville 

• Karen Wundke 

• Grant Goodwin 

• Michelle Keller 

School Council wishes staff, students and families a 

safe and blessed Christmas.  
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What’s happened this week at Vineyard… 

Community News 

Please see the school notice board in the stadium for further information on these and other 

events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir Visit to Kara House & Carinya 

On Tuesday the Vineyard Choir visited Carinya & Kara House to spread some Christmas cheer! They 

had a great time signing some of our old favourites like ‘On That Very First Christmas’ and ‘Aussie 

Jingle Bells’, as well as new ones ‘This is Christmas’ and ‘Christmas This Year’. We are so grateful to 

Fidges for providing a bus for us and our lovely volunteers Katie, Trish and Mrs Dare. These visits are 

so appreciated by the residents and the students love singing and dancing for such an 

appreciative audience  

 

 

 

 


